
“to restore and maintain the Trinity River's anadromous fishery resources“
[by]

“rehabilitating the river itself, restoring the attributes that produce a healthy, 
functioning alluvial river system”

Record of Decision (ROD), 2000



Channel rehabilitation: 
Progress and planning

Mike Dixon, Ph.D.
Implementation Branch Chief
13 June 2018



Bean counting

ROD identified 44 channel rehabilitation sites and 3 
specific side channels. 
Of these, 29 channel rehabilitation sites and all three 
side channels have been constructed, but…

• Learning has led to identification of additional locations
• Many constructed sites are not performing optimally
• Some of the 47 sites are impractical because of land 

ownership and/or or are believed to be functioning 
adequately.

So what’s left?





Sawmill (enhancement)
Description: Side channel breached
Status: Not designed
Timeline: To be discussed in 
upcoming design meeting





Upper Rush Creek (0)
Description: Backwater of Rush 
Creek delta
Status: 50% design
Timeline: Shelved; previous 
landowner interest lacking





Lower Rush Creek (1)
Description: Rush Creek delta
Status: Not designed
Timeline: Not yet in queue



Poker Bar Suite (4)
Description: Densely populated 
reach with major FEMA issues
Status: Not designed
Timeline: Not likely to be 
constructed



McIntyre Gulch (1)
Description: Some complexity but 
potential for some floodplain work
Status: Not designed
Timeline: Not in queue; previously 
had uninterested landowner



Upper Steiner Flat (0)
Description: Feathered edge site; 
some complexity but potential for 
some floodplain work
Status: Not designed
Timeline: Not in queue



Middle Steiner Flat (1)
Description: Complex, limited 
opportunity for improvement 
(shallow bedrock)
Status: Not designed
Timeline: Not in queue



Lorenz Gulch Enhancement (0)
Description: Opportunities exist to 
enhance low and/or high flow side 
channels
Status: Not designed
Timeline: To be discussed at June 
Design meeting.





Dutch Creek (1)
Description: Uniform bed with high 
river right terrace
Status: 80% design in process; 
permitting underway
Timeline: Final NEPA January 2019; 
construction summer 2019





Evans Bar (1)
Description: Simplified channel 
with high, wide river left terrace
Status: Design to start following 
completion of Dutch Creek design, 
likely fall 2018
Timeline: Undetermined



Soldier Creek (1)
Description: Valley wall channel 
interacting with bedrock
Status: Not designed
Timeline: Not in queue



Chapman Ranch (1)
Description: Heavily mine altered; 
large tailings and mine terrace
Status: 90% design report; NEPA 
initiated. Public draft EA fall 2018.
Timeline: Phase A could commence 
in 2019





Oregon Gulch (1)
Description: Heavily mine altered; 
huge tailings, channel backwatered 
from Oregon Gulch delta
Status: 30% design report, VE 
study complete.
Timeline: NEPA initiating fall of 
2018; construction starting as soon 
as 2020.





Sky Ranch (2)
Description: Heavily mine altered; 
some channel complexity but 
nearly no active floodplain
Status: 30% design report, VE 
study complete.
Timeline: NEPA initiating fall of 
2018; construction starting as soon 
as 2020.





Upper Conner Creek (1)
Description: Significant opportunity 
to improve floodplain connectivity
Status: Design to start following 
completion of Chapman Ranch
Timeline: Undetermined



Back to bean counting…

Of the EIS’ “47 sites”:
• 32 constructed
• 5 unlikely to be constructed
• At least 2 have landowner/access issues
• 2 sites not in the EIS identified in EIR
• Likely additional work at some constructed sites



Implementation for next 7-8 years will 
take a cafeteria approach – multiple 

projects designed and permitted, 
building out based on available funds 

and in response to unforeseen hurdles 
and lessons learned



Questions?
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